What is the difference between data and 


information and what are their key features? 


The word "Data" and "Information" are often used interchangeably. But they're not the same. Each 
of these elements is distinct. Unlike data, information is a logically organized set of facts. Data has 


accelerated many new technologies. 


To be meaningful, data must be given a focus or direction. Otherwise, it is just data without any 


context or meanin g- 


Data is only helpful if it has been properly evaluated, structured, and contextualized. Information 
is organized, filtered, and valuable logically and systematically. The report gives meaning to facts 
and makes them more credible. It aids in the maintenance of un-favorability while also lowering 
levels of uncertainty. Consequently, when the data is translated into information, there are no 


unnecessary details in the final product. 


Here is the difference between data and information: 


The best features of data: 


Its called "data" if you can identify it by its unique format. Data can take on various forms, 
including numeric values, letters, symbols, images, and other visual representations. Human or 
computer interpretation of data is always required to gain meaning. Data, however, is worthless. 


Data comes in many forms. To be valid, data must have the following attributes. 


e Precise: 


Data must have exact information if it is to be considered precise. Using precision, a user may save 


time and money. 








e Relevant: 


Data relevance is essential because it helps organizations identify the root cause of problems. 
Using data, organizations can see the connections across different departments, locations, and 


systems. 


e Quality: 


Data completeness, consistency, reliability, and up-to-datedness are all elements that determine 


data quality. 


Most prominent features of information: 


Information in a computer refers to data structured to facilitate issue analysis or decision-making. 


To prevent misunderstanding, processed data is called "information." 


e Completeness: 


The decision-maker will be hindered if they receive information that is not accurate or full. 


e Timeliness: 


Only reliable and timely information is considered effective. The value of data that has been 
delayed is negligible. No one would care about today's breaking news if it appeared in the 


newspaper a month later. This emphasizes the more significant impact of timely information. 


e Accuracy: 


The data obtained must be accurate and sourced correctly. Include all data and information. It is 
necessary to generate data from reliable sources. False information may skew a choice. The data 
is a powerful representative to determine the worth of news. A lack of knowledge might lead to 


erroneous conclusions. 








